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Yateley Common, Ponds walk 

Enjoy Heathlands, woodlands, 

grasslands and ponds  

as you Explore the wonders of 

Yateley Common 

Please help protect this special place by sticking to the main tracks and pathways 
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Yateley Common is a designated Site of Special Scientific Interest, protected for its special 

plants and animals. Please stick to main tracks and keep dogs out of vegetation. 

This route is just over 3 miles long and follows footpaths and bridleways across the Common which may become muddy during wet periods. Please wear 

suitable footwear as tracks may be uneven. 

1. Starting at The Gravel Pit Car Park.  

• Take the small footpath (in the corner diagonally opposite the height barrier) out of the car park, passing the first of the ponds on your left hand side.   

• As the path opens out into a large grassy area, bear left along the edge of the pond, then follow the left hand track marked with a blue bridleway    

arrow, through a short section of trees and out on to the heath. Follow this long sandy track lined with gorse as it runs parallel with the A30.   

• At the far end the track emerges on to Stroud Lane. 

 

2. Stroud Lane Car Park. 

• Directly opposite you will see a height barrier, pass under this and follow the track through the car park and down the small path straight ahead of 

you. Follow this path down the slope in to a woody area and then along the boardwalks.   

• Take the track to your left and pass along a thin section of the common known as the pinch point, that runs between the A30 on your left and horse 

paddocks on your right. Walk up the hill and as you emerge back out on to the heath you will reach a fork, take the left hand track and continue 

straight ahead at the next crossroads.  

 

3. The Old Ely 

• After passing a small building on your right (an old electricity building) bear left off the main bridleway and across the 

woodland following a line of old oak trees.   

• On the other side of the wood follow the track marked with a blue arrow, just a little way ahead you come to a fork 

with a small ephemeral pond to your left.  

• Take the left fork and walk up to the top of the slope where you can enjoy views out across the heath.  

• At the crossroads turn right, following the bridleway.  Just after you pass under the powerlines and pass a small copse 

of trees on your left, take the left fork. 



Follow this trail as it explores the wildlife rich surroundings of Yateley Common. Please help 

us protect this special area by leaving only your footprints behind. 

4. Brandy Bottom 

• At the next junction continue straight ahead and into the woodland, follow this track until it emerges on the bend of a vehicular access track next to a 

row of houses known as Brandy Bottom. 

• The vehicle track continues straight ahead of you, but slightly to the right of this between the track and house is a small path into the woods. Take this 

as it leads you out into a clearing with views down to Wyndham’s Pool, the second of our main ponds.  

 

5. Wyndham’s Pool 

• Passing the car park, descend down a short flight of steps and turn right. Cross the dam at the northern end of the pond.   

• At the far side of the pond follow the bridleway up the slope taking the right hand fork and continuing across the next crossroads and into the Heath-

land Cemetery car park. Turn right, taking the main track out of the car park and follow this long sandy track until you reach a scrubby triangle where 

multiple tracks meet at the top of the slope. 

• At this junction bear left taking the middle of the second track. This will return you to a junction you may recognise from earlier and you need to turn 

left down the slope passing back through the pinch point. Upon reaching the bottom continue on the main track to the left.  

6. Stroud Pond 

• Where this track opens out you should be able to see Stroud Pond ahead of you. There is a small 

route around the pond with a bench and dipping platform on the northern edge. 

• Continuing on from the main junction just before the pond, take the large sandy track up the 

slope, and continue straight ahead as it levels out and passes into woodland and then emerges 

back out at on Stroud Lane.   

• Here you need to take the second vehicle track bearing left and follow this a short distance be-

fore leaving the track on a smaller path rising up to the right.    



Historically Yateley Common was an open heathland, influenced by humans since Stone Age people roamed the land. Traditional uses of the land, 

such as gorse coppicing and birch cutting prevented trees and scrub from dominating, and created an open habitat that is home to a unique 

range of plants and animals.  Today the landscape is made up of a mosaic of heathlands, grasslands, woodlands and ponds managed by      

Hampshire Countryside Service with the help of a dedicated group of volunteers. It is designated as a Special Protection Area (SPA) and is 

managed as part of a larger heathland landscape the Thames Basin Heath SPA which covers sites across Hampshire, Surrey and Berkshire. 

As you explore the Common you will visit 3 main ponds, The Gravel Pit Pond, Wyndham’s Pool and Stroud Pond and pass a number of smaller 

ephemeral ponds on route. Ephemeral ponds are shallow pools which often dry up in the summer months. These ponds are important for a 

range of wildlife including a number of scare dragonflies and damselflies.  

The heathlands are dominated by heathers and gorse of various ages, interspersed with areas of grass and bare ground.  This diverse   

structure provides the perfect conditions for silver-studded blue butterflies which can be seen fluttering amongst the young heather,      

woodlarks which nest on the bare ground and the elusive Dartford warbler that flits amongst the gorse.  Reptiles such as Adders, Grass 

snakes and Common lizards can be spotted basking in the warm sun of open areas.  Scattered trees such as pine and oak provide lookout posts 

for birds such as the mysterious nightjar.  In wetter areas of the heath a variety of species such as the Round-leaved sundew, Bog asphodel 

and the Raft spider are often overlooked by visitors. Surveying the species found on Yateley Common is an important part of its management.  

This enchanting habitat has long been considered poor quality waste land because of it’s nutrient poor acidic soils, so much so that in the last 

200 years at least 80% of lowland heaths have been lost to development and conifer plantations.  This makes the lowland heath highly 

threatened and many of the special plants, birds, insects and reptiles that rely on this habitat are at risk.  Today our lowland heaths are   

protected against further loss and conservationists are working hard to manage and restore this habitat. 

 

7. Back to the start 

• Follow this path out across the heath, passing straight over the first crossroads before turning right at the second crossroads. 

• Continue along this path, into the woods before reaching another crossroads where you turn right again.   

• Cross straight over a vehicle track and emerge back on the grassy area with the Gravel Pit Pond ahead of you.  To the left of the pond is the small 

path back to the car park where your walk began.  

Find out more about Yateley Common at  

www.hants.gov.uk/thingstodo/countryside/finder/yateleycommon 


